• Increase both the awareness and interests of the scientific community and the lay public in the contributions of biogeographers.
• Promote the training and education of biogeographers so that they may develop sound strategies for studying and conserving the world's biota.
Given the short interval to plan and advertise the IBS and the meeting, the organizers were delighted to have as many as 200 participants, and from more than a dozen different countries. However, for the society to achieve its goals of being a truly international society, representative of all shapes and forms of biogeographers, the founding members hope that the next meeting, which will probably be held in the first week of January 2005, will involve an even more international mix of participants. The second meeting will also be held in the USA, this time on the east coast, but the plan is that the third and fourth biennial meetings will be held elsewhere in the world. For details of the constitution of the society, its aims and its meetings, bookmark the web site: http://www.biogeography.org.
The first meeting was based around five symposia, featuring 25 speakers, and about 100 posters. The challenge invoked by the title of the meeting, Frontiers of Biogeography, was met admirably by the invited speakers of each symposium. The first symposium, Dynamics of Diversity, was able to capture the elements of a discipline that is coming of age. Instead of supporting a single explanation for patterns of diversity several of the speakers were able to show the importance of applying biogeographic theory in a context dependent manner that allows for an increased understanding of diversity patterns and the mechanisms responsible for them. The second symposium, Phylogeography and Diversification, provided similar evidence of biogeography's maturation as much of the old Ôvicariance vs. dispersalÕ debate is now being replaced by a much more productive Ôhow much vicariance and how much dispersalÕ perspective on the assembly of biotas, geography of speciation, and relationships between areas of endemism. The third symposium, Paleobiogeography, showed how our increasing knowledge of biogeographical patterns in deep time, and continually emerging advances in technology that facilitate the description of palaeo-tectonics and palaeo-biogeography, are providing an ever increasing understanding of how the planet's past history has affected both past and present biotas. The fourth symposium, Biogeography of the Sea, offered the most holistic understanding of biogeography. It tied together elements of diversity, phylogeography and palaeo-biogeography in a concerted manner, elucidating our understanding of biogeographic patterns in both the shallow and deep seas. The last symposium, Biogeography Theory and Conservation Practice, was instrumental in demonstrating the critical importance of using a biogeographical perspective in setting conservation priorities, agendas, and goals. In addition to the symposia, one of the most exciting aspects of the meeting was the outflow of excellent posters, which spanned all aspects of biogeography. These posters were featured in a dedicated block of time during the middle of each day, allowing these presentations to be a prominent part of the meeting.
Overall, the content and atmosphere of the meeting provided an unparalleled, almost Pangean opportunity for biogeographers to exchange ideas, learn from each other, and set the agenda for future work. Those attending left in no doubt that biogeography is a vibrant discipline, in which some theories we thought solidly founded perhaps only 20 or 30 years ago, we now know to be lacking; in which modern data availability, data-handling capacities, and analytical and modelling advances offer us truly exciting opportunities; and in which our discipline can and should make a substantial applied contribution to what may develop into the sub-field of Conservation Biogeography. The papers presented are to appear in an edited volume in 2004, forming the first in a new series Frontiers of Biogeography to be published by Cambridge University Press.
The topics of the second meeting of the Society have yet to be fixed, and in a modern, electronic sort of way, the members are to have their say in making suggestions. If you consider yourself a biogeographer, please consider joining the society in advance of the next meeting, the fees have been set deliberately low, at $40 for two years, and there is an added perk of a cheap personal electronic subscription to the Journal of Biogeography package, by arrangement with Blackwell Publishing.
In closing their chapter on the history of biogeography, Brown & Lomolino (1998, p35) offer the following thoughts: ÔÔGiven [the] long list of biogeography's conceptual achievements, in themselves the seeds of whole disciplines, one can easily comprehend how it has become impossible for one person to understand and follow completely all aspects of the field. Students of biogeography can be frustrated by their inabilities to comprehend all the subtleties of this awesome body of knowledge -or they can be challenged and encouraged by the prospect of using biogeography as a focal point to synthesize many separate disciplines and to acquire a unique perspective on the history and distribution of life on earth.ÕÕ Biogeography might just be a subject on the cusp of a new flowering, and the International Biogeography Society one important vehicle to facilitate this. As for the gambling: the smart tip was to place your bets on number 42 (Silander, 2002) , but most biogeographers know that the house always wins and resisted temptation.
ROBERT J. WHITTAKER 1 and DOV F. SAX
